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punishment, adultery with the Inca's wife resulted in the burning of
the guilty man, the death of his parents and the destruction of his
property.20 Among the Tartars, the punishment for adultery with
the wife of a Prince was both of the man's relatives as well as the
adulterer.

Act of impurity:

Adultery was known by savages as an act of impurity too.
They did believe that there are occasions when it is magically
dangerous, that certain penalties will befall the transgressor either
automatically or by the act of higher powers. Among some of the
races - Australians and Andamanis - adultery was held to be a grave
moral offence and obnoxious to their high God and would be
punished by him.21 With the Fuegions adultery and lewdness are
condemned as an evil.22 In ancient Mexico, it is said to have been
a maxim that "he who looks too curiously on a woman commits
adultery with his eyes".23 There were cases where savages did
believe that in the future life retributive justice will follow, among
other evil deeds, for adultery too. Among the Greek and Indians,
the sin of violation of maniage law involved the idea of incipient
ethical impurity, and as such, obnoxious to higher powers. It should
be noted that the appreciation of the chastity of unmarried woman
entertained by many savages, while connected with the idea that
they are the property of their guardians or prospective husbands,
may also be due to respect for sexual taboo. With some people,
unchastity is considered absolutely disgraceful, and both parties are
punished; while in Loango it is held to bring ruin on the country,
and with some of the Sea Dyaks it is believed to be offensive to
the higher powers.24
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